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SUBJECT: IS FOREIGN MINISTER ON THE SKIDS? 

1 . EMBASSY CURRENTLY HEARING NEW SPATE OF RUMORS THAT 
FONMIN KIFLE WODAJO IS ABOUT TO BE REPLACED. WE LACK ANY 
COLLATERAL TO SUPPORT THESE RUMORS BUT FEEL COMPELLED TO BRING 
THEM TO THE DEPT'S ATTENTION. ADDRESSEES WILL RECALL THAT THIS 
RUMOR WAS WIDELY REPEATED A FEW MONTHS EARLIER. ONE SOURCE 
CONTENDS THAT KIFLE WAS SCHEDULED TO TRAVEL TO PEKING WITH 
ECONOMIC DELEGATION CURRENTLY VISITING PRC BUT WAS YANKED OFF 
THE AIRPLANE IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO ITS DEPARTURE AND TOLD THAT 
HE MUST BE HERE WHEN HIS REPLACEMENT WAS NAMED. SPECULATION 
AS TO HIS REPLACEMENT CURRENTLY CENTERS ON DR. FITIGEW TADESSE, 
ETHIOPIAN CONGEN WITH RANK OF AMB TO TFAI, AND AN UNNAMED 
DEPARTMENT HEAD IN MOFA WHO HAS RECENTLY RETURNED FROM USSR. 
OTHERS ALSO BEING MENTIONED INCLUDE ETHIOPIAN AMB 

TO KENYA MENGHISTU DESTA. 

2. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF RECENT OUSTER OF SEVEN CABINET 
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RESHUFFLES CONTINUES. INCREASINGLY LEFTISH TONE OF EPMG MEDIA 
WOULD ALSO FUEL SPECULATION THAT MINISTERS MOST SENSITIVELY 
INVOLVED WITH ETHIOPIA'S U.S. TIE MUST BE ON WAY OUT. IT IS 
INTERESTING. HOWEVER. THAT WE HAVE NOT AGAIN HEARD MAJOR SISAY 
HABTE, DIRG FOREIGN AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, MENTIONED AS 
RIFLE'S REPLACEMENT, AS WAS COMMON PREVIOUSLY. ONE RUMOR WHICH 
WE ARE NOT RPT NOT INCLINED TO CREDIT IS THAT DR. ESHETU CHOLE 
WILL BE NAMED FONMIN. SPECULATION ABOUT REPLACEMENT OF DEFENSE 
MINISTER AYALEW MANDEFRO IS ALSO BEING BANDIED ABOUT 
BUT LESS INTENSIVELY. IN ANY CASE, RUMORS OF THIS TYPE SEEM 
LIKELY TO IMPINGE ADVERSELY ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THOSE MINISTERS 
WHO ARE WIDELY PERCEIVED AS ON THE WAY OUT. 

HUMMEL 
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